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When the first Seal was cast in 1782, it was a modest 2 5/16" in diameter.

Its base was sturdy iron or steel and its engraved surface a softer brass. Some
small imperfections occurred, yet every aspect of this new Seal represented
the ideals that our Founding Fathers upheld—unity, independence, strength,
fortitude and virtue.

The Seal shares symbolism with the American flag. The white stripes in both
signify purity and innocence; the red, hardiness and valor. The blue field for
the flag’s stars and the blue bar across the shield both represent vigilance,
perseverance and justice.
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Papers of the Continental Congress, item 23, R.G. 360, folio 113 Sarah Bache, above, stating he wished the turkey on the national emblem. He of the Great Seal while on the First Committee to
“the bald eagle had not been chosen as felt the detractors should not complain, design the Seal.
the Representative of our Country.”’ since for him the turkey was a far more
“respectable Bird.”
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| wings, with tips up (a position  —=
called “displayed”) signify

== protection.

- means "“Providence favors

~ (or has favored) our
undertakings.” The eye alludes
to the many interventions

of glory surrounding it. The ~ of providence that Founding

designers did not specify a - Fathers perceived to have
right or left eye. The pyramid e ~ favored the American cause.

signifies strength and duration. iR
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appears on the highest point
of the pyramid, with rays

g denotes the 13 original states.
g% [he arrows, stripes in the shield
P9 and stars in the constellation

: are also 13 in number.
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§ are an ancient symbol of
BB readiness for battle. With
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== denote the powers of peace
" and war.
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= shield or Escutcheon M A

= as a Whole represents the

¥ nation. The stripes symbolize

é the states united under a blue
bar representing Congress. The

unsupported shield reflects the

value of the U.S. standing alone

on its own virtue.

Olive Branch YN~

has for millennia stood for

@@ peace and harmony. With

& the arrows, the olive branch
denotes the powers of peace
and war.

13 Step Pyramid

signifies strength and
duration. Traditionally drawn --
with thirteen levels, but
' no particular number was
&y specified in the original design.

and Date, literally mean “A
' new order of the ages,” but

- referred to the beginning of a
New American era. The date,
1776 in Roman numerals,
refers to the year of the

| Declaration, when the new
American era began.

Red, White, and Blue

are the colors of the American
flag. White stands for purity
and innocence; red for
hardiness and valor; and blue
for vigilance, perseverance
and justice.
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All parts of the Seal design,
from eagle and shield to

u'.l'
pyramid and mottoes, held
distinct meanings for the
founders of our nation.




